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Columbia Univer-
sity master’s student 
Yuan Ren spent 
three months in New 
Orleans this summer 
as an intern with the 
Louisiana Division 
of Historic Preserva-
tion’s Historic Building 
Recovery Grant Pro-
gram. The Crescent 
City is one of the best 
preservation learning 
laboratories in the 
nation and provided 
Yuan with a multitude 
of valuable profes-
sional experiences.

Buildings like the Wu Yue Temple, built in China’s Shanxi Province during the 18th 
century, helped stimulate student intern Yuan Ren’s commitment to historic preserva-
tion.  Here Yuan measures the dougong support brackets on the temple’s roof. The 
building’s size dwarfs her. 

Summer internship makes preservation studies fun

From China, 
via New York, to Louisiana
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